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Jost is the caning director of a school in Nicaragua. And nothing brings him more satisfaction
than giving lo the students he cares about most. However, living on a low-income _ 1 Jos&'s
ability to show his generosity, He longed for a way to provide food and a joyful future for the
children at his school but lacked the 2 to make it happen.

Everything 3 when Convoy of Hope brought agricultural training to his village. José
learned new techniques about garden management. His previous methods were replaced by more
_ 4 ones, like setting up a water-saving irrigation (i) system for the dry seasons. With his
new skills, Jos¢ 5 planted a garden at his school. The produce from the garden not only
provided fresh snacks for the students but also became a hands-on learning opportunity.

“Something that fills me with great joy is when the children get excited and can’t wait to
6 activities in the garden. " José said. The garden provides José with a _ 7  from daily
stresses. “Maybe I had some difficulties in the day, but when I start to water the plants, I _§
the problems. ™

Strengthening individuals’ skills sets all around the world, Convoy of Hope’s agricultural
program 9 people to provide for their families and give back to their communities. But this
project is more than teaching knowledge. Just as José said, “1t has managed to put a smile on

children, and they feel a(n) 10 to move forward. "

1. A. proved B. developed C. suggested D. limited
2. A time B. means C. plan D. drive

3. A. appeared B. stopped C. changed D. remained
4. A. expensive B. effective C. difficult D. basic

5. A. successfully B. quielly C. suddenly D. nearly
6. A. give up B. put off C. carry out D. pay for
7. A break B. challenge C. tip D. choice
8. A repeat B. value C. present D. forget

9. A. hires B. forces C. equips D. reminds
10. A. concemn B. hope C. honour D. weight
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11.
12.
13.
14.
19.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
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apply for calm down a vanety of take up  be concemned aboul
tend to keep up with take advantage of  put up be addicted to
Technology changes so fast that it’s hard to it
We thie warm weather and did some yard work.
He playing online games last year, which seriously affected his studies.
Thereare _~ Looks in the library, so you can always find something interesting to read.

Every year, they some holiday pictures in the living room to welcome the new year.
The room looks a bit crowded because the large sofa 100 much of the living room.
I a job at that famous company yesterday and is now waiting for the reply.

She her Granny’s bad cough and she hopes it isn’t something serious.

Recent studies shoir that girls _~ be better at languages than boys.

It took me an hour to after the argument.
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21.
22,
23
24.
25.
26.
2).
28.
29.
30.

It is important for us (have) a balanced, healthy diet.
We had to take a different path because the road _ (repair) .
_.(enjoy) a grander sight, you must climb to a greater height.
My friend called me last night and said he (come) to see me this weekend.
You work hard on your lessons and your efforts __ (reward) with success in the end.
They traveled with a famous scientist _  name often appears in the newspaper.
The canal played an important role in ancient China is now being widened.
The purpose of education is (develop) a fine personality in children.
Reading a good book is like (talk) with a wise person.

This is the best decision I have ever made.
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A

The School of Arts at Oxford Brookes University brings together filmmakers, fine artists,
musicians, photographers, news reporters and many more lo form an inspiring, dynamic place of
creatives.

Research

The School of Arts provides an energetic environment for teachers and students to develop
their research and focuses on building research excellence hy improving present and future
strengths. We have a research center covering the fields of Art & Design, Digital Media, Film,
Music, and Photography. We also have a series of research groups across all of our fields, where
teachers work together and share their research projects.

Courses

The School of Aris offers a wide range of courses, from fine art to music digital media
production, film studies and the news reporting. Aiming to help you form your own practice or get
ready for future jobs, our courses use both classroom learning and creative practice to develop your
interests. They build independent thinkers who think out of the box and produce creative
wotks. Our arts students are well placed to get ready for different types of jobs in the creative
industries.

Student Life

While your studies are a top thing, you will still want to make the most of everything else
student life offers. Within the school, there are always projects you can work on outside of your
chosen field of study. It could be that you wish to work with students learning other subjects,
creating the music for a film or filming a piece of performance art. This might be part of your study
or just something you would like to do for fun. Working together with other students across different
subjects is a good way to make more friends. The School of Arts is proud to run university wide
societies such as The Documentary Club and the University Orchestra and Choir.

Please find us at query@brookes. ac. uk.

31. What can the School of Arts provide for students in their research?
A. Various resources beyond art fields,
B. Chances to learn in a dynamic environment.
C. Different groups that focus on creating art works,

D. A center where teachers and students work together.
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32. After learning the courses in the School of Art, students will
A. develop their creative skills
B. be ready for classroom learning
C. need to hand in their art works
D. be offered a job in the art industries
33. Besides subject learning, students at the School of Art can ‘
A. receive job training
B. manage all school clubs
C. build friendships with famous artists

D. work on projects across different fields

B

One Saturday night in the spring of 2023, while most of her friends were relaxing, Elizabeth
Smart, then 16, was studying in an underground room in her parents’ house. She was trying to
work out how patients with blood cancers respond to CAR T-cell therapy, one of the newest and
most hopeful treatments for blood cancers,

Elizabeth was drawn to cancer research for two reasons: stories of children with cancer, like
“Penn the Brave,” and her grandmother’s death from cancer. She hoped to relieve the pain of
people like them. So when Elizabeth was looking for a science-project topic and her father emailed
her a news report about CAR T-cell therapy, she decided to explore further.

Elizabeth used the results from a 2022 Yale University study explaining what causes the failure
of CAR T-cell treatment arid tried to identify genetic biomarkers (#&f54445FY) that would tell a
patient’s response to the treatment in order to make it more effective. She even developed a way to
study genetic information through specialized software instead of traditional lab work.

Through late nights of uploading information and analyzing RNA sequences (J¥%1), Elizabeth
discovered certain genetic information in RNA sequences—which decides everything from hair
colour to how your immune system fights diseases—could tell a patient’s response to CAR T-cell
therapy, and could one day help develop more effective treatment and fewer side effects.

Starting the project two years ago, Elizabeth found reading original research papers too
difficult, so she taught herself by reading books, open-source papers and watching YouTube videos
for non-professional people. “I thought about giving up so many times,” says Elizabeth. Instead
she turned to online groups, where professional and non-professional scientists alike shared tips on
similar challenges.

Her research paper, titled “Optimization of CAR T-Cell therapy Using RNA-Sequencing
Analysis for Biomarker Identification” , made Elizabeth not only a national science-fair champion

but also won her first place at the annual European Union Contest for Young Scientists in Brussels
this past fall.
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As she graduates from high school this year and starts preparing for university, Elizabuh is
looking forward to working in a lab—not just in her parenis’ house.

34. Why did Elizabeth want to do research on CAR T-Cell therapy?
A. Because she had heard a lot about it
B. Because it was her science project topic.
C. Because her father asked her to work on iL
D. Because she wanted to help people with cancer.
15. What challenge did Elizabeth come across during her research?
A. Lack of professional background.
B. Limited access to traditional laboratory.
C. Difficulty in getting professional guidance.
D. Heavy work of uploading genetic information.
16, Which word would best describe Elizabeth?
A. Honest. B. Hardworking. C. Strict. D. Confident.
37. What can we learn from this passage?
A. Many hands make light work. B. A new way is better than sweat.

C Young people can make a difference. D. Love and understanding is priceless.

C

We can struggle to maintain working relationships
when our social group grows too large, but Artificial Whicis
G L ey Artificial
Intelligence ( AI) models may not face the same limitation.
Dating back to the 1990s, the scientist Robin Dunbar

presented that the number of relationships we can maintain

intelligence

is typically about 150 due to the size of our brains. Now, researchers have applied this idea,
known as Dunbar’s number, to Al models and found that the most powerful ones with the largest
“brains” can manage groups of up to 1000.

Giordano De Marzo and his colleagues at the University of Konstanz experimented whether AL
models like ChatGPT act like humans when “talking” to each other in groups. They ran many
copies of the same Al model at once, giving each an opinion on a problem without obvious
answers. At each step of the experiment, they chose one copy by chance and told it what opinion
all the other copies held and why, and then asked if it would like to update its own.

The team found that the high-end Al models like GPT-4 Turbo reached agreement every
time. Yet copies of smaller and less powerful models like GPT-3.5 Turbo never reached
agreement. The results showed that although the models in each test were the same, there was no

inborn system for agreement, at least until they became capable enough.
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The researchers then tried to find an upper limit on each model’s ability to reach agreement—
their own Dunbar’s number. For some models, like Llama 370b, the agreement process became
increasingly slow as the group size grew, ending up with a Dunbar’s number of 50. But for other
models, like GPT-4 Turbo, this ability never slowed down even once 1000 copies were working

together.
“I was very surprised,” says De Marzo. “We were able to simulate (##!) up to thousands

of models and there was no sign al all of a breaking of the ability to form a community. ” He adds
that memory is key. While we may struggle to recall facts, faces and opinions at a certain point, Al

is limited only by its hardware.
Philip Feldman at the University of Maryland, however, says Al models with a high Dunbar

number may be able to reach agreement on a problem, but that doesn’t necessarily mean they will
find a good solution. He believes diversity (##14) is key to problem-solving, which is hard in
groups made up of the same AI model. A larger concern is whether it even makes sense to talk
about copies of an Al model as a group of individuals, says Michael Rovatsos at the University of
Edinburgh. “The models don’t understand what they are, how they are separate from other models

or what the experiment’s purpose is, "

38. Researchers applied Dunbar's number to Al models to

A. test their memory competence

B. observe their social behaviour in groups

C. record the working speed of different AI models

D. find the limit of AI models to maintain relationships
39. What can be inferred from the research of Giordano De Marzo’s team?

A. Al models have the ability to take over larger groups than humans.

B. Al models’ ability to form communities is limited by human memory.

C. Al models can replace humans in managing difficult social interactions.

D. Al models’ performance in reaching agreement depends on their capabilities.
40. What can we learn from this passage?

A. Al models with a high Dunbar number solve problems better.

B. Copies of the same Al model lack the ability to think independently.

C. Al models with large “brains” have an inborn system for agreement.

D. Copies of the same Al model update their opinions without extra information.
41. As for the use of Al models in social activities, the author is

A. supportive B. puzzled C. careful D. unconcerned

H—XiERE $H6H (F10MW)



D

Since the early days of popular culture, fans have been viewed with a doubtful reputation,
often labeled as unressonable or aberrant, presenting a threat to the social order or suggesling a
kind of mental illness. However, social paychologists offer a different view on fan culture.

From within, fandoms (fan groups) look surprisingly normal Our social lives are defined by
our lendency to seek oul others who share our personalities, background, interesis or outlook. We
are natural to live in groups, a reality that shapes almost everything we do. This simple act of
partnership and belonging can be powerful.

For many fans, being part of a fandom can be life-changing. One fan of Jane Austen, for
instance, described how connecting with others who shared her love of Jane Austen and period
dramas helped her through a difficult time, saying, “I've finally found my people. "

Fandoms also differ from other social groups in that they bring together people from different
backgrounds. Fans are drawn in by a common interest, but they stay for a host of reasons: to be
entertained, to broaden their view, to experience a particular reality, to connect with like-minded
others or to trade theories about their favorite topics.

It might seem surprising that sharing an interest can lead to such enriching experiences, but
this kind of “minimal group” effect is well known in social psychology. Henri Tajfel, a pioneer in
this field, found that people could be encouraged to form loyal groups on the simplest reasons,
such as a preference for a particular artist. Tajfel believed group membership gives people their
own social identities, providing meaning to an otherwise empty situation.

A social identity gives us a sense of ourselves in relation to others: we are who we are
because of what we share with them. Social identity is separate from personal identity, which
reflects individual traits such as physical appearance and personality. During those moments when
you feel like an important part of a group like watching a football match, your social identity is
more outstanding than your personal one.

Tajfel's theories help explain why fandoms are so powerful and widespread. Groups like
Swifties may look different in their tastes and attitudes, but the dynamics behind them all are very

similar. There is little to fear in the passion of these fans, and much to celebrate.

42. What does the underlined word “aberrant” in Paragraph 1 most probably mean?

A. Creative. B. Organized. C. Abnormal. D. Traditional
43. What can be inferred from the passage?

A. Fandoms promote connection and belonging.

B. There are reasonable concerns about fandom passion.

C. Fandoms provide individuals with a personal identity.

D. People prefer groups that share common social backgrounds.
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When I tell friends I've written a book about social connection, one of the most common
questions I get is about “lost” friendships, the relationships with people whom someone has lost
touch with over time. Should we reconnect or let them stay in the past? Two recent papers suggest
that we can all be a bit braver about reaching out.

The first comes from Peggy Liu at the University of Pittsburgh and her colleagues. The team
asked some people to provide information of a person with whom they hadn’t been in touch for a
while, They then wrote a note to that person and answered some questions about how much they
thought the friend would value the gesture. The researchers forwarded the note to the named person
along with a questionnaire about their feelings. It was found that the receivers welcomed the notes
far more than the authors had expected, but it’s a pity that the desire to reconnect was often
balanced by a fear of being rejected.

The second paper is by Lara Aknin at Simon Fraser University and Gillian Sandstrom at the
University of Sussex. They found that as many as 90 percent of people have lost touch with at least
one old friend, but many are now unwilling to make the first move—even when researchers gave
them the time to do so. Exploring further, they found that it arose from some concerns: the people
worried about what to say, and they feared that the friend had changed.

The old friends had started to feel like strangers, and this made Aknin and Sandstrom wonder
whether a little practice at building new ties might give people the confidence to strengthen their
older ones too. Sure enough, they found that asking people to start a conversation with strangers
increased the chances of reaching out to their oldest friends. Our social confidence seems like a

muscle—the more we use ft, the stronger it becomes. We just need to have the courage to start.

50. What are the “lost” friendships?
51. Based on the two papers, why do people hesitate to reconnect with old friends?
52. Please decide which part is false in the following statement, then underline it and explain
why.
> According to Aknin and Sandstrom , asking people to engage with strangers reduced the
chances for them to reach out to their oldest friends.
53. What can you do to overcome the fear of reaching out to old friends? (In about 40 words)

(EHBRES ES3 ANERBELTTFEEEEA)

R—RKERS FOW (K10X)



W (20 4)
BIRAFRA B PES—FEE, KO EEKR Jim Wihmy “fFW" PR,
R RIERIAARHEETRES ., HFRARXAHER. "AFEIE:
1. PRPEALENIMGE;
2. BHHFENHEX,

ER: 1. WM 100 £4;
2. FEMGREK/H, Tt ARRY,

Dear Jim ,

Yours,
Li Hua

(BEBPRIEXBEXEFHER®RA)
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1.D 2.B 3.C 4.B 5.A
6.C 7. A 8.D 9.C 10. B
W (BE10ME; SAMEL 4, 3104
11. keep up with 12. took advantage of 13. was addicted to 14. a variety of
15. put up 16. takes up 17. applied for 18. is concermned about
19. tend to 20. calm down
F=F (10 /ME; B4, 3£104)
21. to have 22. was being repaired  23. To enjoy 24. would come
- 25. will be rewarded  26. whose 27. which 28. to develop
29. talking 30. that
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31.B 32. A 33.D 34.D 35.A
36. B 37.C 38.D 39.D 40. B
41.C 42. C 43. A 4. D
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50. The relationships with people whom someone has lost touch with over time.

51. They had a fear of being rejected, worried about what to say, and feared that their friends had

changed.
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52. According to Aknin and Sandstrom, asking people to engage with strangers reduced the chances
Jor them to reach out to their oldest friends.

Asking people to start a conversation with strangers increased the chances of reaching out to
their oldest friends.

53.

1) To ease the nervousness of initiating a meet-up, I can start by contacting them through social
media. I can follow up on one of their most recent posts to spark conversation about what
they're up to, gradually building the relationship in a way that feels natural to me.

2) I can first browse albums to remind myself of the good times we share, which boosts my
confidence and makes it easier to reach out. While connecting, I can bring up those cherished

moments, helping smooth over the “ What are you up to now?” conversations that can

sometimes be nigid.
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Dear Jim,

Thank you for your congratulations! 'm excited to share more about Chunjie with you.

During the festival, it is a must to have a family reunion dinner on New Year’s Eve, where
family members gather to enjoy a feast featuring dishes like dumplings and fish, Besides, people
decorate houses with paper cuts and red lanterns to invite good fortune. It is also a custom to set
off fireworks to scare away evil spirits and welcome the new year with joy.

The meaning of Chunjie goes beyond just celebrations. If's a time to ring out the old and ring
in the new. Most importantly, it embodies the traditional Chinese virtue of respecting ancestors
and emphasizing family unify.

I hope this helps you understand Chunjie better. Join us in celebrating it if you can!

Yours,

Li Hua
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